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CHAPTER LV 



HISTORY OF THE INTRODUCTION OF FREEMASONRY INTO EACH STATE 
AND TERRITORY OF THE UNITED STATES 

The First Lodges and the Grand Lodges (Continued). 

Ohio. 

E introduction of Masonry into Ohio is due to 
the fact that soon after the close of the War of 
the Revolution, the Master, Jonathan Heart, and 
some of the members of American Union Lodge 
settled near Marietta. The Charter of that 
lodge, which had been granted by the St. John’s 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, February 15, 
1776, by John Rowe, Grand Master (in the Connecticut Line of the 
Army), 1 was held by the Master, and he claimed that it was a lodge 
at large and not under the jurisdiction of any Grand Lodge, and in 
fact “ it was invested with every power necessary to constitute, rule, 
and govern ” Masonry in the Territories. It had been recognized 
“by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and New 
Y ork, as a constituent of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.” This 
lodge worked for several years until its Charter was burned ; a revival 
of it was asked for from the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, which 
was declined, “ except as one of its constituent.” Application to 
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts was made, which authorized the 
lodge to resume work under a copy of the original Charter, “ with 
the express provision that the charter should be of force only until 
a Grand Lodge should be formed in the territory in which it was 
located.” 

The Grand Lodge of Ohio was organized January 7, 1808. 




1 Shortly after, the lodge having removed to New York, asked for a Confirmation of 
their Charter, from the D. G. M., Dr. Middleton; but a new Warrant was granted under 
the name of Military Union, No. I. — Gould’s “ History,” vol. vi., p. 415. 
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The lodges represented were American Union, No. i, at Marietta; 
Cincinnati, No. 13, warranted by the Grand Lodge of New Jersey 
as Nova Cesaraea, No. 10, now known as N. C. Harmony, No. 21 ; 
Sciota, No. 2, and Chillicothe, warranted by the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts in 1805, now known as No. 6; Erie, No. 47, at 
Warren, warranted by the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, March 16, 
1804, now known as Old Erie, No. 3 ; and Amity, No. 105, at 
Zanesville, warranted by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in 1804, 
now No. 5. 

January 4, 1808, a preliminary convention of the delegates from 
all the lodges then in Ohio— six in number — was held in Chillicothe 
to deliberate upon the propriety of forming a Grand Lodge, and to 
inaugurate measures for the organization of such a body. The con- 
vention continued its deliberations four consecutive days, which 
resulted in the unanimous adoption of a resolution proposed by 
Brother Lewis Cass, viz. : “ that it is expedient to form a Grand 
Lodge of the State of Ohio.” 1 

A few rules, couched as resolutions, were adopted for the forma- 
tion of a Grand Lodge, and appointed the first Monday in January, 
1S09, as the time, and Chillicothe as the place for holding the first 
Grand Communication of said Grand Lodge. The Grand Lodge 
met at Chillicothe, January 2, 1809, and duly organized with repre- 
sentatives from four lodges. 

In consequence of the absence of the representatives of American 
Union Lodge, No. 1, there being but four lodges represented, it was 
thought that a Grand Lodge could not be legally organized. The 
Grand Lodge adjourned from day to day, and, finally, on January 
5th, it adopted pro tempore the Constitution of the Grand Lodge 
of Kentucky, having decided that under their peculiar circumstances 
it would be right and proper to organize a Grand Lodge with only 
four lodges represented. 

Brother Rufus Putnam, who had been chosen Grand Master at 
the convention held in 1 808, wrote a letter to the Grand Lodge de- 
clining the office, on account of his great age, which was accepted, 
and Bro. Samuel Huntington was duly elected Grand Master. 

Previous to the reception of this letter all the other Grand Offi- 
cers elected the last year had been installed, and upon the election 
of the Grand Master he also was immediately installed, and all the 



1 Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Ohio. 
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other Grand Officers who had just been elected at the same time 
with the Grand Master. 

The Grand Lodge closed its sessions on January 7, 1709, having 
completed all things necessary to its proper work in Masonry. 

Louisiana. 

The introduction of Freemasonry in the Territory of Louisiana 
is principally due to the political condition of that Territory and 
the circumstances connected with the affairs in San Domingo, both 
countries at that period being somewhat, if not exclusively, settled 
by the Latin race and their negro slaves. Masonry had been intro- 
duced upon the Island of San Domingo from the Grand Orient of 
France, also by charters from the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. 
When the insurrection occurred in San Domingo, in 1791, the 
white refugees spread themselves in many of the cities in the United 
States ; a very large number settled in New Orleans, and among them 
were many Masons, and in 1793 several of these residing in New 
Orleans organized into a lodge and received a Charter from the 
Grand Lodge of South Carolina by the name of “ Parfaite Union, 
No. 29,’’ the officers being installed in the York Rite on March 30, 
1794. In the same year several Brethren of the French, or 
Modern Rite, formed themselves into a lodge called “ Etoile Po- 
laire” (Polar Star), and applied for a Charter from the Grand 
Orient of France. The Grand Orient having suspended its labors, 
in consequence of the political condition of France, could not issue 
a Charter. The Brethren, however, obtained a provisional Charter or 
dispensation from the Provincial Lodge La Parfaite Sincerite at 
Marseilles in 1796, and intrusted the same to Dominique Mayronne, 
with authority to constitute the new lodge and install the officers, 
which was done under the French Rite, December 27, 1798. 

When the Grand Orient resumed labor in 1803, a Charter was 
issued to Polar Star Lodge, No. 4263, in 1804, and Ch. Tessier was 
deputed to deliver the Charter and heal their work, which was done, 
and officers were installed, November 11, 1804, by A. Pinard and 
A. Marmillion. 

The early records of “ Perfect Union ” and “ Polar Star ” can not 
be found, but the above information has been obtained by Brother 
James H. Scot, the historian of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, 
from the “ Manuel Macponnique,” a very rare work, published in 
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New Orleans in 1828. It is very probable that these lodges were 
formed about the same time, “ but in the absence of the original 
records it is impossible to decide the question.” 1 

It is thought that the Brethren who formed these two lodges were 
from the Island of Guadaloupe, which was involved in the horrors of 
the negro insurrection of 1791* I n consequence of political differ- 
ences among the French inhabitants in Louisiana, growing out of 
the French Revolution, difficulties arose which resulted in the re- 
fusal of the members of these two lodges to hold any Masonic inter- 
course with each other. 

Some of the former members of “Candor Lodge, No. 12," in 
Charleston, S. C., which was extinct, having settled in New Orleans, 
applied to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania and obtained a Charter, 
dated May 18, 1801, as Candor Lodge, No. 90. It is possible that 
this lodge did not survive very long, if it ever was duly constituted, 
as on March 1, 1802, the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania granted a 
Charter to Charity Lodge, No. 93, having the name of N. Definieto, 
W. M., who was the W. M. of Candor, No. 90. This Charter was 
not received until 1804, and on May 13th of that year the lodge was 
duly constituted and the officers were installed in the Y ork Rite. 
On October 1, 1800, by treaty, Spain retroceded the whole of the 
territory of Louisiana to France, which held an actual possession of 
only twenty days, as on December 20, 1803, the United States flag 
was raised in New Orleans, France having sold the whole territory 
to the United States. This change in the political condition made 
equally a change in Masonic affairs, and from that date on, viz., 
1804, Masonry assumed quite a different attitude in Louisiana. 

A change also in the Island of San Domingo caused a very 
large number of the refugees of 1791 to return to their old 
homes, and the French contingent among the Masons in New 
Orleans was greatly reduced. The American element, which had in 
Masonic matters been much in the minority, began to increase 
and soon prevailed. 

A duplicate Charter from the Grand Orient of France was 
received, July 20, 1807, bearing date of February 17, 1806, by the 
Lodge “ La Union Desiree,” No. 3013, which had been under the 
auspices of the Grand Orient of France, at Port au Prince, 
April 16, 1783. During the revolution of 1791 the Charter, 



1 James H. Scot, “ History of Masonry in Louisiana.” 
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archives, etc., had been destroyed. The members who had fled 
to New Orleans in 1791, and had returned to San Domingo in 
1802, had been again compelled to flee to New Orleans the 
second time. In 1806 Masons from the Northern part of the 
United States applied for and obtained a Charter from the Grand 
Lodge of New York, on September 2, 1807, now Louisiana Lodge, 
No. 2. In the “Manuel Ma^onnique ” it is No. 101, which is 
an error of the author. This was the first lodge in New Orleans 
that worked in the English language, and its first W. M. was the 
celebrated jurist Edward Livingstone. 

Polar Star Lodge, No. 4263, applied to the Grand Orient of 
France and obtained a Charter to hold a Chapter of Rose Croix, 
which was constituted and officers installed, May 24, 1807, as “La 
Vertu R6compens£e, No. 5001.” 

On September 15, 1808, a York Rite Charter was issued to 
some of the members of Lodge La Reunion Desirde, No. 3829, by 
the same name but numbered 112, by the Grand Lodge of Penn- 
sylvania. This lodge dissolved March 23, 1812. 

This much of the early history in Louisiana must suffice, as to 
continue a specific notice of all the lodges chartered and the various 
contests which grew out of the various rites in use, and the “ Cumu- 
lation ” thereof, would utilize our entire remaining pages of this chap- 
ter, hence must proceed to the organization of the Grand Lodge. 

It appears from the records that twelve lodges had received 
charters in New Orleans prior to the organization of a Grand 
Lodge, as will appear in the following table : 



Name of Lodge. No. 


By Whom Chartered. 


Date of Charter. 


Perfect Union 

Polar Star 

Candor 

Charity 

Reunion Desirde .... 

Louisiana 

Reunion Desiree .... 

Concord 

Perseverance 

Harmony 

Polar Star 

Bienfaisance 


29 

4263 

90 

93 

3829 

1 

112 

117 

1 18 
122 
129 

I 


Grand Lodge of South Carolina 

5 Pro. Lodge Sincerite, Marseilles.. 

( Reconstructed by Grand Oriental of France. 

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 

Grand Orient of France 

Grand Lodge of New York 

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 

Grand Consistory of Jamaica 


March 30, 1794. 
December 27, 1798. 
November n, 1804. 
May l8, 1801. 
March I, 1802. 
February 17, 1807. 
September 2, 1807. 
September 15, 1808. 
October 7, 1810. 
October 7, 18 10. 
November 19, 1810. 
June 3, 1811. 

June 22, 1811. 



Of these lodges. Candor, No. 90, York Rite, was perhaps never organized; Reunion Desirfee, 
No. 3829, French Rite, ceased to work, November 27. 1808; Polar Star, No. 4293, French Rite, 
adjourned sine die, October 13, 1811 ; Reunion Desiree, No. 112, York Rite, dissolved, March 23, 
1812; and Bienfaisance, No. 1, Scottish Rite, affiliated with Concord, No. 117, May 27, 1812, 
leaving seven lodges in full activity and all working the York Rite, viz. : Numbers 1, 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 
II, and 12, in the above table. 
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Louisiana was admitted as a State by Act of Congress, April 8, 
,812, to take effect after April 30th. This change politically had a 

corresponding result masonically. .... 

Perfect Union Lodge, No. 29, had the honor of taking initiatory 
steps toward the organization of a Grand Lodge which resulted in 
a meeting, April 18, 1812, of the delegates of Perfect Union Lodge, 
No. 20 ; Charity Lodge, No. 93 I Louisiana Lodge, No. 1 , Con- 
cord Lodge, No. 117; Perseverance Lodge, No. 11S; Harmony 
Lodge, No. 122 ; and Polar Star Lodge, No. 129. I hese delegates 
organized themselves into a “General Committee of the State o 
Louisiana to provide for the establishment of a Grand Lodge in the 
City of New Orleans.” P. F. Dubourg was the first President. 

On May 16th following a second meeting was held, Charity 
Lodge, No. 93, not being represented ; and a communication was 
received from Louisiana Lodge, No. 1, saying that in their opinion 
“ it would be inexpedient at present ’’ to join in the proposed forma- 
tion of a Grand Lodge ; whereupon a resolution was passed request- 
ing the W. Master of the Senior of the regular lodges .in the State, 
Perfect Union, No. 29, to issue his summons 1 to the Masters, 
Past Masters, and Officers of the several Ancient and regularly con- 
stituted lodges in the State to meet in convention to take into 
consideration the interests of the true Craft, and to deliberate on the 
necessity of establishing a Grand Lodge in the State, which was ac- 
cordingly done, and the convention met June 13, 1812, and e - 
lowing representatives were present, viz.: Perfect Union, o. 29, 
Charity, No. 93 ; Concord, No. 1 17 ; Perseverance, • 

Star No 129 As soon as the convention was organized the Presi- 
dent, Brother Duhourg, stated that he had received a communica- 
tion from Harmony Lodge, No. 122, which had withdrawn from 
the convention. The convention adjourned to meet J une 20th next. 
June 20, 1812, the Grand Convention then met and elected the 
Grand Officers ; P. F. Dubourg being elected Grand Master, who 
was duly installed after the election of the Grand Officers and by a 
resolution adopted, the Grand Master installed all the other Grand 

Officers on July nth following. 

At a communication held August 15, 1812, the committee ap- 
pointed for that purpose reported a draft of a Constitution which 

was adopted. — 



1 Ancient term for Notification. 
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again met, and the Grand Lodge was regularly constituted. Henry 
Toohey was elected Grand Master. 

Illinois . 

The Grand Master of Pennsylvania, Israel Israel, issued a dis- 
pensation for six months to Western Star Lodge, No. 107, to be 
located at Kaskaskia, situated near the mouth of the Okaw (now 
Kaskaskia) River, where it empties into the Mississippi River, Sep- 
tember 24, 1805. At that period Illinois was in the Indian Terri- 
tory. This lodge received its Charter, which was granted June 2, 
1806, and on September 13th following, the lodge was regularly con- 
stituted. This lodge was doubtless the first one established in that 
Territory — now comprising the States of Wisconsin and Illinois and 
a part of Minnesota. 

The Grand Lodge of Kentucky issued a Charter, August 28, 
1815, to Lawrence Lodge, to be located at Shawneetown ; the 
Grand Lodge of Tennessee issued a Charter, October 6, 1819, to 
Libanus Lodge, at Edwardsville ; June 20, 1820, the Grand Master 
of Tennessee issued a dispensation to Temple Lodge, at Belleville, 
St. Clair County, which was surrendered in 1821. 

From the Grand Lodge of Missouri at various dates in 1822 the 
following warrants were granted: October 3, 1822, Olive Branch, 
No. 5, at Alton, 111 .; October 8, 1822, Vandalia, No. 8, at Van- 
dal ia ; October 9, 1822, Sangamon, No. 9, at Springfield; October 
24, 1822, Union, No. 10, at Jonesboro ugh ; October 8, 1822, Eden, 
No. 11, at Covington. 

The Grand Master of Indiana issued a dispensation, March 12, 
1822, to Albion Lodge, at Albion. 

All the above lodges except Sangamon sent delegates to a con- 
vention at Vandalia which met December 9, 1822. They adopted 
a constitution, which was sent to the lodges for their consideration. 
Eight of these lodges were represented at a convention held Decem- 
ber 1, 1823, and a Grand Lodge was duly organized. The Grand 
Master was installed by Dr. Hardage Lane, of St. Louis, Mo., the 
Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Missouri. 

In 1827 the Grand Lodge of Illinois went out of existence, and 
after June 24, 1827, “every Lodge in the State was so effectually 
blotted out that no trace of any of them has been found." 

It is supposed that as the anti-Masonic excitement had, about 
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that time, begun to work its way to the West, the Masons were 
more or less lukewarm in the cause, and politics being some- 
what mixed up in the affair, the Brethren let the matter drop for 
a while. 

The Grand Lodge of Kentucky issued a dispensation to Bod- 
ley Lodge, No. 97, at Quincy, 111., there being at that time no work- 
ing lodge in the State. That lodge was warranted August 30, 1838. 
That Grand Lodge likewise warranted Equality Lodge, No. 102, at 
Equality, in Gallatin County, August 29, 1837; and Ottawa, No. 
1 14, at Ottawa County, of Lasalle, September 1, 1740. The Grand 
Master of Kentucky issued a dispensation to Friendship Lodge at 
Dixon in 1840. 

The Grand Lodge of Missouri warranted : 



Franklin Lodge, at Alton, in . . . . 1827 

Harmony Lodge, at Jacksonville, in . . . 1838 

Springfield Lodge, at Springfield, in . . . 1839 

Temperance Lodge, at Vandalia, in . . , 1839 

Far West Lodge, at Galena, in . . . . 1839 

Mount Moriah Lodge, at Hillsboro, in . . 1840 

Clinton Lodge, at Carlisle, in 1840 



A dispensation to Columbus Lodge, No. 20, at Columbus, in 
1839- 

Delegates from several of the subordinate lodges on January 30, 
1840, held a convention in Jacksonville, when it was resolved to 
form a Grand Lodge. A committee was appointed to correspond 
with the lodges in the State and ask their assistance, and to send 
delegates to a convention to be held at Jacksonville, April 6, 1840, 
which convention was held on that date and six of the eight char- 
tered lodges and one under dispensation were represented, and the 
Grand Lodge was then organized. 

At the meeting held April 28th, the Grand Master, Abraham 
Jonas, was installed by proxy. 1 Warrants were issued to the lodges 
represented and numbered according to their dates of constitution — 

1 The “ Reprint of the Proceedings for 1840 to 1860," published 1874, shows : April 6, 
1840, at Jacksonville, “ M, W. Abraham Jonas was elected G. M.” April 28th, “ called 
from refreshment to labor.” The name of Abraham Jonas does not appear as being 
present. James Adams, D. G. M., presided. The minutes say: “On motion all but 

Past Masters having retired a convocation of Past Masters was declared open, and the 
M. W. Grand Master was installed by proxy, and the grand honors paid him agreeable to 
ancient form and usage.” 
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some of them, however, did not get their new warrants until some, 
time in 1844. 

In consequence of the business relations existing between many 
of the towns in Illinois and the city of St. Louis in Missouri, 
some of the lodges in those towns much preferred to hold their 
warrants from Missouri Grand Lodge, as the representatives could 
attend the Grand Lodge of Missouri in St. Louis, and at the same 
time transact their commercial business in that city. The writer 
was an officer of the Grand Lodge of Missouri in 1841-42-43 
and well remembers that those Brethren from Illinois were urged 
to withdraw from our Grand Lodge and unite with the Grand 
Lodge in their own State. They, however, declined for the reason 
above stated. We can bear witness to this as a justification of the 
conduct of the Grand Lodge of Missouri, for they could not drive 
away their Brethren of Illinois. 

Finally, however, those lodges did withdraw and unite with the 
Grand Lodge of Illinois, as also did several of the lodges in Iowa, 
about that time, which had been chartered by the Grand Lodge 
of Missouri, and they formed the Grand Lodge of Iowa. 

On February 10, 1850, a fire occurred in Peoria by which was 
destroyed, in the office of the Grand Secretary, all the books 
papers, and records of the Grand Lodge of Illinois. To remedy 
the loss as far as possible, the Grand Lodge was convened in 
Springfield, April 8, 1850. 

Of the lodges aiding in the organization of the second Grand 
Lodge, four are now alive, viz. : Bodley, No. 1 ; Equality, No 2 ♦ 
Harmony, No. 3 ; and Springfield, No. 4. 

In 1889, October 1st and 2d, the fiftieth anniversary was cele- 
brated. 

The Grand Lodge of Illinois, in her growth since its organiza- 
tion in 1839, has kept even pace with the increase of population, and 
now stands in membership among the first in the United States, 
in 1897 the membership number being 53,452, number of lodges’ 
722. In her influence for good and the reputation of her personnel 
she is primus inter pares (first among her equals). 
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Missouri. 

The first settlers of Upper Louisiana, as the now State of Mis- 
souri was originally called, were French, who came by the way of 
Canada, and were companions of Cartier, La Salle, and Father 
Hennepin, who traversed the vast wilderness that extended between 
the boundaries of Canada and the settlements of the French on the 
Lower Mississippi. 

In November, 1763, Pierre Liguiste Laclede arrived at St. 
Genevieve, and finding no place suitable for the storage of his 
goods, he proceeded up the Mississippi River; and on February 15, 
1764, he and his party landed where the city of St. Louis now 
stands, which he named in honor of Louis XV. of France. 

In that early day the merchants who were in St. Louis and St. 
Genevieve procured their goods in Philadelphia, where they went 
once every year. Many of these merchants became Masons and 
were made in the French Lodge, No. 73, in Philadelphia. 

As the Masons in the Territory increased in numbers, they re- 
solved to organize a lodge, and in 1807-8 having applied for, they 
received a Warrant of Constitution from the Grand Lodge of Penn- 
sylvania for a lodge in the town of St. Genevieve, as Louisiana 
Lodge, No. 109. Otho Strader was the first Master. Among its 
members were many of those who afterward became prominent 
merchants of St. Louis, as Pierre Chouteau and Bartholomew 
Berthold, who became the founders of the great Fur Company. 1 

This was the first lodge established in Missouri. 

In 1 8 1 1 —1 2 Gen. H. Dodge presided over this lodge as W. Mas- 
ter, but owing to the unsettled condition of the Territory in con- 
sequence of the late war with Great Britain, the lodge ceased to 
work about 1825. 

In 1809-10 the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania granted a War- 
rant to a lodge in St. Louis as No. hi. There is no record what- 
ever of this lodge remaining. A dispensation was issued by the 
Grand Lodge of Indiana in 1820 for a lodge in Jackson, now in 
Cape Gerardeau County. This lodge was subsequently chartered 
by the Grand Lodge of Missouri. 

October 18, 1816, the Grand Lodge of Tennessee granted a 



1 Geo. F. Gouley, “ History of Grand Lodge of Missouri.” 
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Charter to a lodge in St. Louis as Missouri Lodge, No. 12 , which 
is still in existence as No. 1. 

That Grand Lodge also granted charters to the following lodges 
V1Z , : October 6, 1819, to Joachim Lodge, No. 25, at Herculaneum' 
and on same date to St. Charles Lodge, No. 28, at St. Charles on 
the Missouri River. 

February 23, 1821, by an invitation sent by Missouri Lodge, No 
12, to the several lodges in the State, the following lodges, by ’their 
representatives, met in St. Louis, and a committee having been 
appointed to draft a constitution and code of by-laws, they ad- 
journed until April 23d following, to meet at the same place to 
organize a Grand Lodge. 

Prior to this date (April 23, 1821), a convention of Masons met, 
pursuant to previous notice given by the convention of delegates’ 
at the lodge-room of Missouri Lodge, No. 12, April 23d, Anno 
Fucis, \ ear of Light, 5821, for the purpose of organizing the Grand 
Lodge of the State of Missouri. 

Opened in the third degree in due form, with Wor. Edward 
Bates, 1 Master, and others. After reading the proceedings of the 
convention held February 22d last, adjourned until 24th inst. 

April 24, A. L. 5821. Present as before. An election for the 
officers for the ensuing year was held and resulted as follows : 



Brother Thos. F. Riddick, M. W. G. M. 

James Kennedy, S. G. W. 

“ William Bates, J. G. W. 

Archibald Gamble, G. Treasurer. 

William Renshaw, G. Secretary. 

Adjourned to May 4th next. 

May 4th A. L. 5821, Semi-Annual Convocation was held, a 
procession was formed and proceeded to the Baptist Church, where 
the solemn ceremony of consecration and installation was performed, 
in conformity with the ancient landmarks and customs of the 
Fraternity. The Grand Lodge then returned to the lodge-room 
and adjourned until next day. 3 

The first annual communication was held October 1, 1821. 



Hon. Edward Bates was Attorney-General in Mr. Lincoln’s Cabinet. 1861-64. Nearly 
eyery mem er o this Grand Lodge was personally known to the present writer in 1837. 
Geo. F. Gouley, History of Grand Lodge of Missouri." 
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At this communication Brother Frederick Bates was elected 
Grand Master, who, not being present, was notified by a committee, 
but declined accepting the office. Grand Lodge adjourned until 
October io, 1821, at which time the Grand Lodge resumed labor 
and elected Brother N. B. Tucker M. W. Grand Master, and 
Edward Bates G. S. W. 

The Grand Lodge then adjourned until 7 p.m., when at the re- 
quest of Bro, Thos. F. Riddick, Brother Douglass took the Chair 
and installed Brother Nathaniel B. Tucker Most Worshipful 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Missouri in ample form, and 
the Past Master’s Lodge was closed, and the other Grand Officers 
were duly installed into their respective offices. 

Thus the Grand Lodge of Missouri was constituted and has con- 
tinued to the present day, and the writer, who the commencement 
of his own Masonic career, January 18, 1840, could personally 
testify to the character and standing, in the community of the State 
of Missouri, to nearly every member of that distinguished body of 
men and Masons, upon whose shoulders the interests of our noble 
institution, at that time, were placed by the Grand Lodge. In the 
year 1841 the writer was appointed the Senior Grand Deacon of the 
Grand Lodge by Hon. Priestly H. McBride, Grand Master, and 
was reappointed in 1842 and 1843. A very large proportion of 
those who organized the first Grand Lodge continued as members 
and officers of the Grand Lodge up to the year 1844, when by ac- 
cessions of lodges which had been chartered from 1821 to 1840, the 
number had increased from four to twenty-five, which was Naphtali, 
and in which we received the three degrees. In 1841-42 several 
lodges had been chartered in Iowa, and among them was Iowa Lodge, 
No. 42, of which our very distinguished Brother Theodore S. Parvin 
was Wor. Master, and we mention this circumstance to state that 
he and the writer are the only surviving members of that Grand 
Lodge of 1841 to 1844. 



Indiana. 

As early as 1795 members of the Fraternity who had been con- 
nected with lodges in the army on the northwest frontier, in- 
troduced Free Masonry into the Territory. The first lodge, how- 
ever, was organized by a dispensation from the Grand Lodge of 
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Kentucky, August 31, 1808, at Vincennes, by the name of Vin- 
cennes Lodge, No. 15. 

The following lodges were also granted warrants by the Grand 
Lodge of Kentucky : At Madison, Union Lodge, No. 29, August 
31, 1815 ; at Charlestown, Blazing Star, No. 36, August 25, 1816; 
at Salem, Melchizedeck, No. 43 ; Lawrenceburg, Lawrenceburg, 
No. 44; and at Corydon, Pisgah, No. 45, all August 25, 1817. 

The Grand Master of Kentucky, after the annual meeting of 
the Grand Lodge, issued a dispensation for the Lodge at Switzer- 
land, and one for Rising Sun Lodge, at Rising Sun. 

A dispensation for lodge Brookville Harmony, No. 41, at 
Brookville, was issued by the Grand Master of Ohio in 1816 or 
1817. 

A general convention of the representatives of the following 
lodges of Ancient York Masons of the State of Indiana was held 
at Corydon on December 3, 1817, viz. : 



Name of Lodge. 


No. 


Location. 


Representative. 


Vincennes 


I< 


Vincennes. . 


G. W. Johnston. 
James Dill. 
Hezekiah B. Hull. 
A. C. Pepper. 

H. P. Thornton. 
Jos. Bartholomew. 
John Miller. 
Stephen C. Stevens. 
Christ. Harrison. 
Davis Floyd. 


Lawrenceburg 

Switzerland 

Rising Sun 

Madison Union 


44 

U. D. of Ky... 
U.D. of Ky.. . 
20 


Lawrenceburg. . 

Vevay. 

Rising Sun 

Madison , , 


Blazing Star 

Brookville Harmony..., 
Salem 


36 

41 U. D. Ohio. 


Charlestown . j 

Brookville 

Salem. . 


Pisgah 




4 ^ 


Corydon 









Brother Alexander Buckner was unanimously chosen President, 
and Davis Floyd unanimously elected Secretary. 

The convention then adopted the following : 

“ Resolved , , That it is expected and advisable that a Grand 
Lodge should be at this time formed in the State of Indiana.” 

All the above representatives voted in the affirmative except 
those of Harmony and Pisgah. 

The convention then adopted the following : 

“ Resolved ' That a committee of four members be appointed 
to inform the M. W. Grand Masters of Kentucky and Ohio that 
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a constitutional number of chartered lodges have determined in 
general convention to form a Grand Lodge in this State, and 
consequently will secede from their Mother Lodge so soon as a 
Grand Lodge is organized.” 

The convention also 

“ Resolved, , That the several subordinate lodges here rep- 
resented do appoint one or more delegates to meet at Madison on 
the second Monday in January next, for the purpose of opening a 
Grand Lodge for the State of Indiana; and that a Communication 
be forwarded to the rest of the lodges in this State unrepresented 
in this convention, of the above determination.” 

This resolution was adopted : 

Harmony, No. 41 ; Lawrenceburg, No. 44; Switzerland, U. D. ; 
Rising Sun, U. D. ; and Madison, No. 29, voted in the affirmative, 
five. Vincennes, No. 15 ; Salem, No. 43 ; Pisgah, No. 45 ; and Blaz- 
ing Star, No. 36, voted in the negative, four. 

A Grand Communication of the subordinate lodges of the State 
of Indiana was held Monday, January 12, a.l. 5818. Representatives 
of the following lodges were present : Rising Sun, U. D. ; Union, 
No. 29 ; Switzerland, U. D. ; Blazing Star, No. 36. Delegates were 
reported by the Committee on Credentials, and admitted as being 
duly appointed by their respective lodges, viz. : Harmony Lodge, 
Brookville, U. D., from Grand Lodge of Ohio ; Lawrenceburg, No. 
44; Vincennes, No. 15; Melchizedeck, No. 43; Pisgah, No. 45. 

The following resolution was adopted : “ Resolved , That the 
chartered lodges here represented do now separate for a time from 
the lodges under dispensation, and proceed immediately to organize 
a Grand Lodge for the State of Indiana.” 

Brother Alexander A. Meek, being the oldest Past Master pres- 
ent, was called to the Chair. Melchizedeck Lodge surrendered her 
Charter but declined having a new one. 

January 13th the Grand Officers were duly elected, M. W. 
Alexander Buckner, Grand Master. 

The representatives from lodges Nos. 15, 29, 36, 43, 44, 45, hold- 
ing charters from the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, surrendered the 
same, and asked to have charters granted to their respective lodges 
by the Grand Lodge of Indiana, which was accordingly done on the 
14th, viz. : 

Vincennes Lodge, No. 1, Vincennes; Union Lodge, No. 

92 



2, 
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Madison ; Blazing Star Lodge, No. 3, Charlestown ; Lawrenceburg 
Lodge, No. 4, Lawrenceburg ; Melchizedeck Lodge, No. 5 ; Pis- 
gah Lodge, No. 6, Corydon ; which lodges received their charters 
at this communication. 

The Grand Constitution was adopted January 15th. The illus- 
trations of Masonry of Thomas Smith Webb were adopted for the 
government of the Grand Lodge, and were recommended to be 
adopted by all the subordinate lodges of the State for the govern- 
ment of the same. 

Charlestown was selected as the site for the meeting of the 
Grand Lodge for the present. 

The Junior Grand Warden being a member of Melchizedeck 
Lodge, which declined a Charter, the office became vacant and an 
election was held to fill the same, and Brother Benjamin V. Becks 
was duly elected. 

The Grand Lodge met in various towns and cities until 1828, 
when it removed to Indianapolis, and has continued to do so ever 
since. 

A labama . 

The first lodge in Alabama was Madison, No. 21, at Huntsville, 
which was chartered by the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, August 28, 
1812. The Grand Lodge of Tennessee granted a Charter to Ala- 
bama Lodge, No. 21, at Huntsville, October 6, 1818. The Grand 
Lodge of South Carolina granted a Charter to Alabama Lodge, No. 
51, at Clairborne, in 1819 ; the Grand Lodge of Tennessee granted 
a Warrant to Rising Virtue Lodge, No. , at Tuskaloosa, October 
5, 1818 ; and the Grand Master of Tennessee issued a dispensation 
to Halo’ Lodge, at Cahawba, April 4, 1820, and which continued 
until October, 1821 ; but the Grand Lodge of Georgia issued a 
Warrant to Halo Lodge, No. 21, January 24, 1821 ; the Grand Lodge 
of Tennessee issued a Charter to Moulton Lodge, at Moulton, Octo- 
ber 3, 1820 ; the Grand Lodge of Tennessee granted a dispensation 
to Russellville Lodge, October 3, 1820 ; a dispensation from the 
Grand Master of Tennessee was issued to Farrar Lodge, at Ely ton, 
March 5, 1821 ; the Grand Lodge of North Carolina granted a 
Charter to St. Stephen’s Lodge, at St. Stephen’s, December 14, 1816 ; 
Washington Lodge and Tuscumbia Lodge were granted charters 
by the Grand Lodge of Tennessee. Tuscumbia had never reported 
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its work, and soon went out of existence. Washington very soon 
gave up her Charter. The name of Madison Lodge, No. 21, was 
changed to Helion ; Alabama Lodge, No. 21, at Huntsville, was 
changed to Bethsaida ; soon afterward a consolidation took place 
and these two and Helion and Bethsaida became Helion, No. 1. Of 
all the above lodges there only remain at the present time Rising 
Virtue, No. 4 ; Moulton, No. 6 ; and Farrar, No. 8. 

The Grand Lodge was organized by the above-mentioned lodges 
and a constitution was adopted and signed June 15, 1821. 

December 6, 1836, a quorum was not present; and after waiting 
for three days, those who were present declared the Grand Lodge 
extinct. 

The representatives of the lodges present reorganized a Grand 
Lodge, a new constitution was adopted, new Grand Officers were 
elected, and the old warrants were re-granted. 



Arkansas. 

November 29, 1819, a dispensation for Arkansas Lodge, located 
at the Port of Arkansas, was issued by the Grand Lodge of Ken- 
tucky. A Charter was granted, August 29, 1820, Robert Johnson 
being W. Master. This lodge surrendered her Charter, August 28, 
1822. 

A dispensation to organize Washington Lodge at Fayetteville 
was issued by the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, 
December 24, 1835 ; and it was renewed, November 12, 1836. Oc- 
tober 3, 1837, a Charter was granted, and the lodge received as a 
present a set of jewels. A dispensation was granted from the same 
Grand Lodge for a lodge at Clarksville, October 5, 1838, to which 
a Charter was issued, October 12, 1839. The dispensation of Clarks- 
ville Lodge was received prior to the organization of the Grand 
Lodge of Arkansas, but the Charter was issued after that event. 
This lodge continued under the constitution of the Grand Lodge 
of Tennessee until 1843, when it came under the Grand Lodge of 
Arkansas as No. 5. In 1845 it ceased to work and surrendered the 
Charter. 

January 6, 1837, the Grand Lodge of Louisiana issued warrants 
to two lodges in Arkansas, viz. : Morning Star, at Arkansas Post, 
and Western Star, at Little Rock. The seat of State Government 
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having been changed to Little Rock, Morning Star Lodge gave up 
the Charter. 

A dispensation was issued by the Grand Master of Alabama in 
1838 to Mount Horeb Lodge in Washington. 

November 21, 1838, a convention was held and representatives 
from Washington, Morning Star, Western Star, and Mount Horeb, 
U. D., were present at which a constitution was adopted and officers 
were elected and the Grand Lodge was duly constituted. 



Wisconsin. 

The history of Freemasonry in the territory now embraced in the 
State of Wisconsin dates from December 27, 1823. 

The only known record of the first lodge in what is now Wiscon- 
sin is founded in an address delivered at Green Bay, December 17, 
1854, by P. G. M. Henry S. Baird. He says: 

The first action had with a view to organize a lodge of Masons 
at Green Bay is found in proceedings of a meeting of the members 
of the Fraternity, held on the evening of the 27th day of December, 

A.D. 1823. . . . „ , 

A committee was appointed to draft a petition to the Grand 

Lodge of the State of New York, praying for a dispensation to open 
and hold a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons at Green Bay, 
then in the Territory of Michigan. In due time the prayer of the 
petitioners was responded to, and a dispensation granted. 

On September 2, 1824, the first regular Lodge of Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons was opened and organized at Fort Howard, directly 
opposite to the city, under a dispensation from the M. W. Gran 
Master of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York. 

The officers named in the dispensation were : 

Robert Irwin, Sr.,W. Master. 

Benjamin Watson, S. Warden. 

W. V. Wheaton, J. Warden. 

On December 3, 1824, a regular Charter was granted by the M. 

W. Grand Lodge of New York. 

Mineral Point Lodge, No. 1, was organized July 27, 1841, from 
the Grand Lodge of Missouri, under dispensation dated October 8, 




